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Strengths and Weaknesses of Quantitative Research
Strengths

_ Testing and validating already constructed theories about how and
why phenomena occur

_ Testing hypotheses that are constructed before the data are collected

_ Can generalize research findings when the data are based on random
samples of sufficient size

_ Can generalize a research finding when it has been replicated on many
different populations and subpopulations

_ Useful for obtaining data that allow quantitative predictions to be
made

_ The researcher may construct a situation that eliminates the
confounding influence of many vanables, allowing one to more credibly
establish cause-and-effect relationships

_ Data collection using some gquantitative methods is relatively quick
(e.g., lelephone interviews)

_ Provides precise, quantitative, numerical data

_ Data analysis s relatively less time consuming (using statistical
software)

_ The research results are relatively independent of the researcher (e.g.,
statistical significance)

_ It may have higher credibility with many people in power (e.g.,
administrators, politicians, people who fund programs)

_ It is useful for studying large numbers of people

Weaknesses

_ The researcher’s categories that are used might not reflect local
constituencies” understandings

_ The researcher’s theories that are used might not reflect local
constituencies’ understandings

__ The researcher maght miss out on phenomena occurnng because of the
focus on theory or hypothesis testing rather than on theory or hypothesis
generation (called the confirmation bias)

_ Knowledge produced might be too abstract and general for direct
application to specific local situations, contexts, and individuals
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An Introduction to Qualitative Research for Food

and Nutrition Professionals
JEFFREY E HARRES. [wPH, MPH RO PHELIP M GLEASOH, PR PATRCIE W SHEEAN, PR Rl CARDYL BOMESHEY PRl APH FD

ALETH A BETD. Phll, RD, FADA BARGARA BRUEMASER, PRD. RD

ABSTRACT
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Epistemalogisis refer 1o this as quantdalive research 1 1-
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CHARACTERISTICS OF QUALITATIVE RESEARCH
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helps you answer questions, understand issues, and uncover customer opportunities.Start a free 14-day trial to see how FullStory can help you combine your most invaluable quantitative and qualitative insights and eliminate blind spots. The larger the data set, the more they can break down different sampling types.A AQuestionnaires and
surveysQuestionnaires and surveys are another way to collect quantitative data¢AAAwith feedback.A AA questionnaire is a term used to describe the set of questions you're asking an individual. The purpose of a questionnaire is to gather data from a target audience. Ratio variables, on the other hand, never fall below zero. And the first step toward
building that experience is quantifying who your customers are, what they want, and how to provide them what they need.Access to product analytics is the most efficient and reliable way to collect valuable quantitative data about funnel analysis, customer journey maps, user segments, and more.But creating a perfect digital experience means you
need organized and digestible quantitative data¢AAAbut also access to qualitative data. Ratio data has all the characteristics of an interval scale, but it can also calculate ratios¢AAAmeaning you can leverage numbers on a scale against zero. Here are a few quantitative data use cases in research.ResearchResearchers project future data using
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